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Suave pickup lines, clean-pressed shirts, a shiny sports car, are all things that come to a guy‟s mind 

when contemplating girl-attracting techniques. Their dogs, however, may be their best asset. 

As the days become sunnier and the temperature warmer, more dogs are seen out and about in the 

Harrisonburg area, acting as canine chick magnets for their male owners.  

“I definitely get extra female attention when I‟m out with my dog,” said Sean McVay, a senior 

psychology major at James Madison University and proud owner of a 16-month-old pit bull named Bear. 

“Bear is a reason for girls to approach me without seeming forward. He gives us something to talk 

about.” 

It‟s no surprise that Bear is a conversation starter, with his large, muscular build and unfortunate bad 

rep that most pit bulls get due to their intimidating physical characteristics. But despite all the prejudices, 

bear still manages to attract the ladies with his frantically wagging tail, large, round, brown eyes and the 

attitude that everyone is his new best friend. 

Born in Buena Vista, Va. to pit bull breeders, Bear‟s original purpose in McVay‟s life had nothing to do 

with attracting women, but more for companionship. 

“I live alone and it was lonely in my apartment,” said McVay. 

Surprisingly, female attention tends to be fairly low on the lists of reasons guys consider when 

adopting a dog.  

Saimir Collaku, a senior at JMU, adopted his pit bull, Toby from a puppy mill in order to fill a void 

after a break up with his girlfriend. Although female attention wasn‟t one of Toby‟s main appeals, it 

certainly was not a negative, says Collaku. 

“Coming off a breakup I was probably looking for some extra attention.” 

Both pit bulls Bear and Toby attracted instant attention when taken places such as the quad, the 

park, tailgates, block parties and even the occasional party at night.  

“Every time I would take him out the first reaction was „awe he‟s so cute,‟ then they would ask 

questions about him,” said Collaku. 



Although the ladies are always up to give 16-month-old Toby attention, the puppy isn‟t always as 

quick to reciprocate, which Collaku believes is due to mistreatment from his puppy mill days. 

“I brought him to the block party partly because I didn't want to leave him home alone and I guess 

partly because of the attention,” said Collaku. “But that kind of backfired, he was terrified. So he really 

didn't help with the females much that day.” 

Bear also shares the same shyness at first. 

“He can be standoff-ish at first with strangers,” said McVay. He‟s slow to warm up to them and will 

ignore them in the beginning.” 

Skyler, a year and a half old, tan and white, female American Staffordshire Terrier is the exact 

opposite according to owner Trevor Daggle, a junior organizational communications major at James 

Madison University. 

“She loves the attention. I‟ve never met a dog that loves people so much.” 

Skyler was adopted from a breeder in Charlottesville, Va., after her first owner couldn‟t take care of 

her. Just like McVay and Collaku, Daggle‟s reason for adopting Skyler did not include extra female 

attention according to Daggle, but instead her charming and irresistible personality. 

“When I met her for the first time I knew I had to have her. She ran up to me and jumped in my lap 

and started licking me. It was love at first sight,” said Daggle. “I didn‟t get her so I could get more 

attention; I guess it‟s just an added plus.” 

It‟s no denying that Skyler attracts attention, but it‟s not just of the female variety- she has been 

known to attract some male attention also. As Toby reaches the end of his puppy days, Collaku finds that 

he is also attracting more attention from the male population. 

“The breed alone is a little scary so I guess he lost his cuteness and it turned into more dudes being 

like „that's a cool dog.‟” 

McVay has encountered the same results with his pit bull. McVay found that more people, especially 

girls, approached Bear, instantly petting and playing with him when he was a puppy. Now girls ask a few 

key questions before automatically extending a trusting hand.  



“I‟ve known Bear since he was a puppy and I remember people would run up to him and pick him up 

and play with him without thinking twice,” said Melisa Vacca, a junior at James Madison University. “Now 

that he‟s a nearly full-grown pit bull people tend to hesitate because of the things they hear about pit 

bulls.” 

Upon meeting Bear, anyone can agree that the stories about pit bulls being frightening attack dogs 

on chain link leashes that growl at passing strangers, baring their teeth are unfair assumptions. Bear‟s 

calm and gentle nature is the reason that both males and females are attracted to him. Regardless of 

whether Bear is attracting attention, McVay knows his pit and wouldn‟t have him any other way. 

“He‟s worth all the care needed. I miss Bear when we aren‟t together.” 

Daggle also finds it difficult leaving Skyler behind. 

“When I‟m not in class she‟s pretty much with me 24/7.” 

It is inevitable that a guy with a cute dog will attract a certain amount of female attention, but that 

aspect is not a deciding factor on why many guys choose their canine companions. It seems that these 

particular dogs sold themselves, forming tight bonds with their owners, making the amount of female 

attention just an added bonus. 

“He's part of my family now,” said Collaku. “It gives me a lot of joy to see that he's doing so much 

better and that he has a good life.” 
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