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 HARRISONBURG, Sept. 16 -- Last Wednesday, Pi Kappa Phi, a fraternity at James Madison 

University (JMU), hosted an event for their national philanthropy and in honor of their brother, Chris 

Gascoigne, who died last summer in an apparent suicide. 

 The boys held a 24-hour bike-a-thon with two stationary bikes from 10 am Wednesday to 10 am 

Thursday on the Commons. The two stationary bikes were peddled for the full 24 hours by different 

participants. 

 Pi Kappa Phi’s national philanthropy, PUSH, or Play Units for Severely Handicapped, was a 

major part of Gascoigne’s life. Two summers ago, Gascoigne went on a 67-day bike ride from San 

Francisco to Washington D.C. called the Journey of Hope, an event organized by PUSH. Every day 

consisted of an 80-mile bike ride followed by a "friendship visit," which involved participating in various 

activities with organizations that support people with disabilities. 

 “Chris was always the first and most motivated to interact with the people at these friendship 

visits,” said Jason Lewris, who biked the Journey of Hope with Gascoigne and helped organized the bike-

a-thon.  

 “I think the bike-a-thon was a perfect idea,” said Laura Ketchledge, a participant and Gascoigne’s 

good friend. “It was a great way to remember and honor Chris by doing something he loved, while at the 

same time raising money for a good cause.” 

 The boys started off the bike-a-thon with the sun shining brightly at 10 am on the dot and stuck to 

the previously constructed schedule of who was riding at what times throughout the day and night. They 

kept the atmosphere upbeat and fun with music and plenty of games.  

 “There was always a couple people playing corn hole or throwing around a football,” said Kaitlin 

Franks, who wasn’t scheduled to bike but was among the many that stopped by for the fun and great 

cause. “Pi Kappa Phi really put together a great event.” 



 Snacks and drinks were provided to keep everyone’s energy up for the long night of biking. 

Gascoigne’s fraternity brothers along with a good amount of dedicated supporters spent the entire night 

on the Commons, cheering on the bikers while honoring and remembering Gascoigne’s life. 

 Along with direct donations, there was also a raffle set up where the winner received a $100 gift 

certificate to James McHone Jewelry. The event helped raise over $1,000 already, and are still receiving 

donations. 

 “All in all the bike-a-thon was a complete success and everything we had hoped for,” said Jack 

Redmond, who also helped organize the event and was one of Gascoigne’s good friends. “We raised 

money for something Chris was so passionate about in a way that he would have loved.” 

 After the success of the bike-a-thon, the boys of Pi Kappa Phi hope to make it an annual event to 

continue to raise more money for PUSH in honor of their brother. 
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